Combined video-assisted thoracoscopic lung volume reduction surgery and lobectomy in a high-risk patient.
Nonsmall cell lung cancer often occurs in patients with severe emphysema. Lobectomy in these patients is often contraindicated due to extensive parenchymal destruction and subsequent pulmonary insufficiency. Video-assisted thoracoscopic lobectomy has been described as a less morbid procedure in high-risk patients. Lung volume reduction surgery has been shown to improve pulmonary function in selected patients with emphysema. We describe the successful combination of lobectomy and lung volume reduction surgery (LVRS) with a video-assisted thoracoscopic (VATS) approach in a high-risk patient with Stage I nonsmall cell lung cancer.